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and the obtaining of pensions, why should pension agents

np{ulﬁn i?

. ‘ . . - Mr. Wrraers, It deprives them of their profits,
Knowing we can publish nothing more interest- | Mr, Logax. I do not understand that and cannot see it.

ing to our soldier friends, we place below a sy- The tronbie is they get no profits unless the pensions are | stoner of Penslons, and sue

The Sixty-Surgeon Bill Debate

_ : : . . . : | allowed; and if peusions are not being allowed the profits
nopsis of the ranning debate in the Senate, in | gue not derived.
which General Logan, the gallant soldier and  The Senator from West Virginia says that if the pen.
the devoted friend of soldiers, won a great victory siona are allowed it will cost the Government an excessive
' s e 8 Syt N : 7 ¢ |amount of money. Now, the Senator says he wants to
The debate will be continued in our March num- | facilitate the obtaining of pensions, and yet he says it
bor will cost an enormous amount of money to the tax-payers
of this conntry. I should like to ask the Sanator from
Me. Davis, of West Virginia. I believe to.day there are | West Virginia if he is for this bill and it will adv.nce the
more men improperly upon the pension-roll, who are as | interests of the pensioners, why does he undertake to de-
ablo a8 you or 1 to earn a living, than there are survivors | monstrate this enormous amount that it will cost the
of the war of 1812, 1 believe to-day there are a great ! 0*‘?'*“‘?
many pensioners upon the roll who coatrasted no disoase | N
whatever, but who have improperly and fraudalently in | way?
many cases gotten there. We are told by the Commis-| Mr. Locax. I will certainly give way to the Senator to
sioner, and 1 think at one time we were told by the |explain,
former chairman of the Committee on Pensions, the| Mr. Davis, of West Virginia. I am for this bill or any
Senator from Kansas, [ Mr, Iogalls, ] who is always care- | other bill that will punish the fraudulent pensioners and
ful in his statements, that he believed five or six million ;giw those justly to pensions their money.
dollars was anfinally paid out to frandualent pension claim- |  Mr. Loaax. That is the reason, is it ?
ants, and the Commissioner of Pensions now estimates | Mr. Davis, of West Virginia. That is the reason. My
that there is in the neighborhood of five or six millions | desire is to reach those who are receiving pensions dis-

or 10 per cent, of the entire amount fraudulently and im- , honestly, if there be such, and I believe therc are, [}

properly paid. Henee the necessity of soms such bill as | want to reach the dishonest ones; the honest ones I want
the one now pending. Although [ have not examined | to pay.

r. Davis, of West Virginia. Will the Senator glm’

11

| members, and sach mombear of & board' thus organized who is
netunally pregont and makes, In sonnestion witli other members
| or member, an ordered or perlodice] examination, shall be enth
| tled Lo the foe of §1, on the recelpt of o proper certiflcute of such
| axamination by the Commissioner of Pengions,
| SE0. 47756, Exbminlog sm-%enns dualy u|Hm|nlm1 by the Commis.
other qualified surgeons as may be
cemployed in the Ponsion Offics, may be required Ly him, from
| thine Lo time, as he deems for the Interasts of the Government, to
| make special examination? of pensioners, or applicants for pen.
glon, and such oxzamination- shall have precedencs over pevious
examinations, whether special or hlennia) ; but when injastice is
| alleged to have been done by an examination 8o ordered, the

Commiasionsr of Pensions may, at ble diseretion, seleet a board

of three duly appointed examining surgeons, who ghill meet at a
| plaee to be designated by him, and shall review suclh onses ag
l may ba oridersd boafore them on appeal from any #pocinl examina
| Uon, and the declsion of such board shall be flaul on the ques
| tlons g0 submitted thereto, provided the Commissioner approve
| the same, The compensation of each of such surgeons aball be

&3, and shall be paid out of any appropriations made for the pay-.

mant of pensiona, in the same muanner as the ordinary fees of
| appointed surgoons are or may be anthorigad to ba paid.

Spo. ATi9, The Seorstary of the Iuterior (8 authorized to appoint
A duly qualified surgeon as modieal referes, who, under the con.
{ trol and direction of the Commissioner of Penslons, ghall have
| ¢charge of the axamination and revision of the reports of examin.
| Ing surgeons, and fuch other dutles tonehing medionl and sur-

gionl guestion® in the Pensjon OfMles as the Interests of the service
i may demand; and his salary shall be §250 per anoum. And
| the Secretary of the Interior i8 farther suthorized to appoint

gunch qualified surgeons (not excecding four) as the exigencles of
' the service may roquire, who may perform the duaties of exam-
| fning surgeona when so required, and who shall be borne upon
{ the rolls as clerks of the foarth elass; but sueh appointmenta
| shall not inerease the clerical force of sald bureau.

Then, in reference to the agents, he has the same power
| to appoint agents for the purpose of going over the coun.
try and examining peosioners, and does it, and they go

this carefully,and [ cannot say that I approve of all of | Mr. Loean. Now, the Senafor says he is in favor of | into counties and sead for pensioners, bring them up and
its features, I am sure that if some such bill can be passed | this bill because it will reach fraudulent pensioners. 1If| examine them.

and go into effect, this Government will save five or six | that is the merit of this bill, why all this array of figures

millions a year from frandulent pensions and punish frauds showing the amount of pension money the people have

in many cases. kot to pay? Has that anything to do with the argument
Mr. Loaan, Now | should like to ask the Senator a | for detecting frandulent pensioners?

question right theve. Il he thinks orif the Commissioner !  Mr. Davis, of West Virginia 1 think it is a good bill;

of Pensions slates to the country that he is paying five  and the necessity of passing this bill or some other to|

or six million dollars of fraudalent pension money, will prevent the payment of a part of this money itsell to
the Senator please explain to the Senate wby the Com- | fraudulent persons is shown, by the figures representing
missioner paid it if he knows it is fraudalent peusion | our present expendiiure.
money ? Mr. LoaAN. Then how will it prevent frands? The
Mr. DAavis, of West Virginia, Tuat is just what shis  Seuator does not know that there are fraudulent pen-
bill wants to find out ; and that is just what the Com- sioners; he cannot demonstrate how this will prevent
‘mittee on Pensions now are trying to pass the bill for, to | frand, how it is going to do it and let me call his atten-
find out. | tion and that of the chairman of the Pensions Committee
Mr. Logan. The Senator canpot get out of it in that | to one thing. Under the law as it exists to-day, the Com-
way. [ say that it the Commissioner of Pensions reports | missioner of Pensions has the right to have any pensioner

that he pays five or six million dollars of pension money | in the United States examined by a surgeon at any time |
that is fraudulent, he cannot make that report if it is | he sees proper. [g not that true? The Commissioner |

truthful unless he knows of the frand, and if bhe does he | has the right to send a special agent, a special deputy of
is a dishonestman. his, to examine any pensioner in the United States, no

Mr, Davig, of West Virginia. Neither the Pension | matter where he lives, at any time. That is the law. The
Commissioner nor mysell knew of the fraud. [ said it Commissioner may appoint additional surgeons for exam-
was s0 estimated |inations. That is the law now. He may appoint addi-

Mr. Locax Upon what doss he estimate if he does not | tional fnspectors, if you may call them by that name, to
kuow the frand? Here under the statute he has a right  examine pensioners. That is the law now, The Com-
to cut off any pensioaer any moment. ~ |missioner of Pensions may suspend any pensioner on the

Mr. Davis, of West Virginia. Ve understand that ; but [ vell. That is the law. He may stop any peusioner receiv-
whenever a bill or an amendmesnt is offored to car them | ing his money. That ig the law now. Then, tell me
off in wholesale, if they are there, there is some opposi- | how it is that you want a law with more power to stop
tion to it from some quarter. I am not referring to the | frands than exists now. If the Commissionaer has power

8enator {rom Elinois for 1 do not know that he opposes it
Mr. Locan. T am opposed to it.
Mr. iravis, of West Virginia. [ did not know it.
Mr. Logax. You know it now,

to suspend any pensioner, has power to re-examine him,

| Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin. They bring up and ex-
| amine \hose whom they suspeot.

' Mr. Logax. And whom would you examine? That is
lexactly what I am talking about. If he Las the power
toexamine those whe are suspected now, what more power
do you give this board that you want to appoint? He has
| the power now, and you do not want the board to go call-
| ing for every pensioner in the United States to examine
(him. I presume you only want 4 board to examine those
| who are suspected. He has that power now, and he exer-
' cises it; hence I say that is the power he has now. If he
jdoes not exercise it and stop frauds, it is because he is
' not qualified to exaecute the law.

—_-

How Sickles Saved His Life.

The way to stop the flow of blood from a bad wound
'has been 8o often pointed out that it is generally known,
 but it is best illustrated by an actual example. When
| people injured and bleeding are able to help themselves
' by & simple process, they should certainly love their lives
well enough to do so. .
. That General Sickles is alive to-day is due only to his
t great presence of mind. When he fell on the field of
| Gettysburg he fainted. Recovering counsciousness, but
| half dazed, he fonnd he was completely away from imme-
| diate help, and that blood was gushiog from his jeg in
jets, showing that an artery was severed.
| Painfully raising himself, he fonnd his handkerdhief, he
| tied it around the wound in such a way as to stop the flow

| has power to take new e.videnoo. has power to send & and in order to secure additional tighthess, can his sword
| special agent to examine him, to bring him before a sur- | handle under the handkerchief, and with all his power
' geon for examination, tell me what more power you desire | twisted it around and held it 50 until the surgeon came

Mr. Davis. of West Virginia. I am sorry to know i, ;r.-ihrruld be commirted to his hands for the purpose of de- |
for 1 believe that it is his duty and mine to hunt down  teciling frauds? !
pension frauds and punish them, and not allow the tax-| With all the power that can be given to a man under |
payers to suffer from them. 'the laws of the Uuited Btates, that Commissioner is to

Mr. Logan. 1 will not allow'the Senator to place me in | day (he empowered 1o deteet fraud, to dismiss pensioners, |
such a position, for I am as ready to hunt down frauds as | to have them re-examined anywhere,at any place, by sur-'
anybody ; but I say that a man who makes a report that | geons appointed, and to appoint additional surgeons, to
he pays five or six million dollars annuslly frandulently ' appoint additional inspectors: and with all this power you
is & dishonest man unless he knows some facts to base it say he cannot detect fraul. Why, sir, give me that power
on, e has no right to state it unless he knows the fact. | and I will ask no Congress to pass a bill to enable me to
He has no right to pay the money fraudulentiy, and if he | detect frand
does he should not state the fict unless he can show it to The trouble is not in the dishonest pensionars; it is not
be so. I say that no such argument as that 1s a fair argu- | because of their intention of obtaining movey frauda-
ment in favor of a bill, | lently, The trouble is that the head that administers the

Mr. Davis, of West Virginia. T remind the Senator ' laws is not competent forit. There is the trouble, sir. |
that neither the Commissioner of Pensions nor myself | Make a man Commissioner of Pensions who has ability
stated that we knew the tucs to be so. to administer the law as it is written in the statutes,

Mr, Loean. If you do not know the fact, you should  and you will have no necessily for any amendment to your |
not state it. | pension law.

Me. Davis, of West Virginia, That is the Senator’'sopin- | The Senator from Virginia thovght he had made a
ion ; but I have an opinion, and T have the right to state great point when he said that pension agents were hover-
what I believe. 'ing around this Capitol. No pension agent has ever|

Mr. LogaN. I say if thereis a pensioner on the roll who ' spoken to me, nor would I allow one in any way to infla. |
is receiving his money fraudulently, it is the daty of the | ence me in my action in reforence to this question. .I was |
Commissioner of Pensious, under the law, to cut him off sorry that he brought that into this argument; that does
from the Iis’ ‘not look like high and clevated srgumoantation when a

Mr. Davisiof West Virginia. That is jast what we | man wishes to lug in some little thing outside to affect a
are trying to do by this bill. ' bill, and talks of peusion agents and claim agents. [

Mr. LogaN. No, sir; I beg the Senator’s pardon. We  have heard that before; it has no terrors for me, sir.
shall see whether you are trying it or not. When you, But Senators talk about petitions being sent out by
stand iu the Senate Chamber and say that money is paid claim agents. Al, sir, petitions have been sent out on
to men fraudulently, before acousiog the soldier who re- | both sides. T will not say by whom on the side that the |
ceives it dishonsstly, yon should know what you state to | Senator advozates, but egually as dishonorable a perform- |
be a fact. L ance as the one on the other side if what he states is true. |

Mr. Davis, of West Virginia. Now, I must take the | I will not dabble in the dirty waters of claim ageots, or
floor. any of the'mud stirred up by the Commissioner of Pen- |

Mr. Loaas. Very well. You should give us seme evi- | sions, in order to either advocate and advance this bill or |
dence. Let us have some evidence. Lot us have some ' to defeat it.
evidonce. |  What is the effect of this bill? Not to benetit the

Mr, Daves, of West Virginia, We have heard thunder | soldier, not to protect the Government. What do you
before to-day, Mr. President, but generally there was do! You sppointin this bill a board of sargeons in each
more in it than there is to-day. district. You have surgeons there now. If they are not

Mr. Logax. [ will only say to the SBenator that he has | competent, turn them out and put in others: You have |
heard thunder, and so have others, but the thunder never | a surgeon in almost everycounty. In nearly every county |
eame from his quarter, Mr. President, I am unfortunate  in my State the Pension Commissioner has appointed |
sometimes, eupﬁciallly when [ get into a colloguy with my | examining sergeons, and in the city of Chicago there is a|
very genial and kiud and generous friend from West Vir- board of examining surgeons, and all gentlemen who |
ginia, He talks sbout thunder. 1 have heard him make | staund as high in the medical profession as any men in |
that speech before. It is not new to me. He wmade the  this Nation, So it is all over the couutry, The surgeons |
same speech to me ones before, and I did not then under- | are muitiplied when necessary under the law as it exists,
stand it because it was, in common and valgar parlance, | even down to counties, to examine pensioners; and yet
‘““yery thin" tocome from a SBenator who isa great math- | frauds cannot be detected, Whose fault is it, I ask? Is
metician, who is certainly entitled to much credit for the | it the fault of the law? It is not the fault of the law but
mathematical accuracy with which he has demonstrated | the fanlt of the admivistration of the law.
many propositions before this country. 1 have been very, Mr. CamgroN, of Wisconsin. What would the Senator |
much surpriged at the argunment made by the Senator from | have the head of the Peusion Burean do? Would he have |
Virginia and the Senator from West Virginia. If you!him send a special agent to examine every one of the
put the two together, although the latter was trying to | 240,000 pensioners now on the roll? Is that what he
enforce the former, I can demonstrate, I think, Kﬂt the | proposes to do?
arguments will not hang together. The Senator f’mml Mr. Loaaxn. No, sir; because 1 would not suspect the
Virginia ssys he wants this bill passed to facilitate the | 240,000 of dishonest men. Section 4774 of the Roﬂsed'
pensioners’ business. [ do not mistake him when | say . Statutes reads :

that, He SAYS that claim agents are upposed to it, an, | The Uommissioner of Pensions Is anthorized to organize, at

i
i
|
|
|

on the battle-ficld. Like most persons he had read direoc-
tions of what was necessary to be done in such emergen-
cies, but, unlike many persons, he was cool and eollecied

| enough to put his reading into practice when the emer-

gency came.
- ——— — ._.

Kind Words from New York.

CeNTREVILLE, ALLeadeNy Co., N. Y.,
February 14, 1881.
Editor of The National Tridbune :
DeaAr Stk : [ have received regularly Tae NATIONAL
TrisoNE for two years, and it seems the time has run

out, and I now inclose fifty cents’ worth of pdstage

stamps to renew my subscription. for I feel, withont your
vaiuable paper in the house, as though one of the family
was gone, and that I capnot endure, Yon will please

'commence with the February number. 1 have said noth-

ing about the clock you sent to me a year ago, because |
wanted to seeif it would stand the recommendation, which
it has. It is a beauty and perfect timekeoeper, and I wish
I could afford one of them in each room in the house. I
wish [ could have THg NaTIONAL TRIBUNE every week ;
it is the soldier’s friend. It reminds me of reinforcements,
How glad we weie to see reinforcements coming. This

from your well-wisher,
DAVID W. WILLIAMS.

Attenuon, Soldiers!

There is a large class of ex-volunteer officers and sol-

| diers, principally of the cavalry arm of the service, who,
' after the full of Richmond, were, with their commands,

ordered to the Plains to fight Indians, or to Texas, on the
river Rio Grande, to watch marauding Mexicans. These
men were mostly veteran volunteers, and had enlisted for
“ during the war," or for one, two, ur three years, ‘‘ un-
less sooner discharged,’’ by reason of the close of the

Cwar, lo all casres the understanding, both on the part of

the Government und the soldier, was that when the re-
bellion should have been put down they would be dis-
charged ; but when the Government violated its contract
with these brave men and ordered them to the Plains or
to Texas, large numbers of them, having served the Gov-
ernment faithfully according to the terms of their enlist-
ment, left for their homes, and were marked on the rolls
as deserters, thus forfeiting all pay, bounty, and other
allowances, except, obably, pension. All survivors of
this class, and the ﬁ:irs of such as have died, are re-
quested to send to this Saper their full names, with rank,
company, regiment, aud post-office address. By so deing
they may reap an unexpeoted benefit.

Any of our subscribers who know of any persons em-
braced in the classes referred to will confer a favor on the
latter by sending us their names, &o., as above.

e L

For sponge cake, take 4 eggs, 2 oups of sugar ; beat
eges amrsugar well together ; 2 coffee-cups of floar, 1 heap-
ing tablespoonful of baking-powder ; stir in all the flour

| that the eggs and sugar will tako up ; then add § cup of

if this bill is for facilitating of the pensionérs' business | nis disoretion, boards of examining surgeons, not to exceed three | boiling wager ; bake in a quick oven.
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